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Kynewulf der Bischof und Dichter : Unterjuchungen iiber seine 
Werke und sein Leben. (Bonner Beitrdge zur Anglistik, Heft I.) 
Von Dr. Moritz Trautmann. Bonn, 1898. Pp. 118. 

This monograph has four main divisions: Cynewulf's 
Works; The Runic Passages; Cynewulf's Language ; and 
Cynewulf's Life. The first of them contains a useful account 
of the various theories which have been propounded concern- 
ing the works which should be attributed to Cynewulf, and 
ends with the author's own investigation of this topic by 
means of language and metre, the first being treated under 
(a) dialect, (b) words and phrases. Trautmann answers that 
the Andreas is by Cynewulf, on the ground of the opinion 
enunciated by Sarrazin, and already accepted by himself, that 
the Fata Apostolorum, together with the runic passage assigned 
to it by its discoverer, Napier, forms the close of the Andreas. 
In like manner he postulates that only the Second Part of the 
Christ, The Ascension, is by Cynewulf. He then arrives, as 
the result of his investigations, at the result that not only are 
the Juliana, Elene, Andreas, and The Ascension by Cynewulf, but 
that probably the second part of Guthlac is to be added, and, 
with somewhat less probability, the Bestiary (Panther, Whale, 
Partridge) and the Phoenix. In the second division he investi- 
gates the runic passages, and assigns several new meanings to 
the runic characters. In the third he treats of the language, 
under the heads of (a) dialect, (b) phonology, (c) inflection. 
The dialect, he decides, is Northumbrian, not Mercian. In 
the fourth he briefly reviews the successive opinions regarding 
the facts of Cynewulf's life, and with the help of his conclu- 
sions from the runic passages, endeavors to substantiate 
Dietrich's conjecture, made in his De Cruce Ruthwellensi, that 
Cynewulf is to be identified with the bishop of Lindisfarne 
who died in 782 or 783. He would have been born not long 
after 700, possibly even before this date. The order of his 
works would be : Juliana, ca. 750 ; Andreas, ca. 755 ; Ascen- 
sion, ca. 760 ; Elene, between 770 and 780, or even between 780 
and 783. 

In an Appendix Trautmann has notes on (1) the Andreas, 
(2) the Phoenix, (3) the Lond flodum bilocen (Chr. 806), (4) the 
chronology of the OE. poems. In the first he recants a 
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former opinion to the effect that Andreas could not be by 
Cynevvulf (Anglia, Beibl. 5. 93), urging the new assumption 
that the verses of that poem which deviate from the Cyne- 
wulfian norms are corrupt. In the second he touches upon 
Fulton's view in Mod. Lang. Notes 11. 146 ff. In the third he 
comments on Holy Island. In the fourth he gives a chrono- 
logical table of the Old English poetry, intended to be stimu- 
lating rather than definitive. The author everywhere shows 
himself learned and ingenious, but rarely produces conviction. 
Since I have expressed myself at length in my edition of the 
Christ on many of the matters here discussed, I refrain from 
going a second time over the same ground, and merely refer 
my readers to my arguments in that work. But every student 
of the subject, whether or not his judgment confirms Traut- 
mann's views, must be heartily grateful for his lucid exposi- 
tion of the opinions of his predecessors, and of the problems 
at issue. 

Albert S. Cook. 

Yale University. 
Dec. 18, 1899. 



Cynewulfs Wortschatz, oder Vollstandiges Worlerbuch zu den 
Schriften Cynewulfs. Von Dr. Richard Simons. (Bonner 
Beitrdge zur Anglistik, Heft 3.) Hanstein : Bonn, 1899. 
Pp. 163. 

This work is at once more and less comprehensive than its 
title would lead one to expect. It is a glossary not only of 
the Elene, the Juliana, and the Fates of the Apostles, but also of 
the Andreas j on the other hand, it includes only the Second 
Part of the Christ, The Ascension. In this, as in all else, 
Simons shows himself a loyal, not to say subservient, disciple 
of his master, Professor Trautmann. Thus he follows Traut- 
mann in ascribing the Andreas to Cynewulf, on the ground 
that the Fates of the Apostles constitutes the close of that poem ; 
in his interpretation of the runic passages ; and, as already 
remarked, in assigning to Cynewulf only the Second Part of 
the Christ. 

The Glossary does not, in one sense, merit the designation 
of 'complete,' since, in the case of the commonest words, not 
all the references are given ; otherwise I have noted but few 



